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Rare charm decays at LHCb

1. Introduction

Rare decays involving transitions between 𝑐 and 𝑢 quarks, with the emission of a pair of
oppositely charged leptons, provide a valuable opportunity to study flavor-changing neutral-currents
(FCNCs) in the up-type quark sector. In the Standard Model (SM), FCNC transitions occur only
through loop-level processes and are heavily suppressed by the Glashow–Iliopoulos–Maiani (GIM)
mechanism [1]. For the charm system, the GIM mechanism imposes an exceptionally strong
suppression compared to the down-type quark sector. Due to the strong suppression of FCNC
mediated processes the amplitude of the 𝑐 → 𝑢ℓ+ℓ− transitions is dominated by intermediate
hadronic-resonance processes. Rare charm decays are however a sensitive probe for physics beyond
the Standard Model [2].

Different approaches can be used to investigate rare charm decays with two oppositely charged
leptons in the final state. The first method is measuring the branching fraction (B) of the FCNC-
mediated decays in the dilepton mass (𝑚ℓℓ) regions of the phase-space which are not dominated
by the hadronic-resonance mediated decays [3, 4]. The second method is to search in the resonant
dominated regions, performing null tests such as the CP asymmetry and the forward-backward (FB)
asymmetry of the lepton system. In fact these observables are expected to vanish in the SM and NP
contributions might interfere with the resonant modes of the decay leading these observables to a
deviate from zero [5, 6, 7, 8]. Finally it is possible to investigate NP by performing lepton-flavour-
universality (LFU) tests by comparing the branching fraction of the decay modes with muons, and
electrons, in the final state [9, 10, 11, 12]. The following sections present the most recent results
obtained by the LHCb collaboration, using all three of these approaches.

2. Search for 𝚲+
𝒄 → 𝒑𝝁+𝝁−decays

The measurement of the B of the Λ+
𝑐 → 𝑝𝜇+𝜇−decay has been performed at LHCb using a

sample of proton-proton collisions, recorded between 2016 and 2018, corresponding to an integrated
luminosity of 5.4 fb−1 [13].

The analysis is performed by dividing the dilepton mass spectrum, distinguishing between
different resonant dominated regions defined according to the expected intermediate resonance:
(low mass) 211−508 MeV/𝑐2, (𝜂) 508−588 MeV/𝑐2, (𝜔) 743−823 MeV/𝑐2, (𝜌) 588−743 or 823−
965 MeV/𝑐2, (𝜙) 979 − 1059 MeV/𝑐2 and (high mass) 1059 − 1348 MeV/𝑐2. The non resonant
region is defined as the joint of the low mass and high mass regions. The branching fraction is
defined with respect to the Λ+

𝑐 → 𝑝 [𝜇+𝜇−]𝜙 normalization mode as:

B(Λ+
𝑐 → 𝑝𝜇+𝜇−) = 𝑁 (Λ+

𝑐 → 𝑝𝜇+𝜇−)
𝑁 (Λ+

𝑐 → 𝑝 [𝜇+𝜇−]𝜙)
×
𝜖 (Λ+

𝑐 → 𝑝 [𝜇+𝜇−]𝜙)
𝜖 (Λ+

𝑐 → 𝑝𝜇+𝜇−)
× B(Λ+

𝑐 → 𝑝𝜙) × B(𝜙 → 𝜇+𝜇−) (1)

where 𝑁 is the observed yield of the contributions and 𝜖 is the efficiency of reconstruction, and
selection. The branching fraction is measured separately in all the dilepton mass regions.

The signal candidates are selected online via exclusive high-level trigger selection and offline
with a preliminary cut based selection, followed by two consecutive multivariate analysis; the first
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Figure 1: Mass distributions of selected Λ+
𝑐 → 𝑝𝜇+𝜇−candidates in the non-resonant dilepton mass region

[13].

Table 1: Branching fractions of Λ+
𝑐 → 𝑝𝜇+𝜇−decays in different ranges of dimuon mass, where the

uncertainties are statistical, systematic and due to the limited knowledge of the normalization branching
fraction. The reported upper limits correspond to 90% (95%) confidence level [13].

𝑚(𝑒+𝑒−) region 𝑚(𝑒+𝑒−) [MeV/𝑐2] B
Λ+
𝑐 → 𝑝𝜇+𝜇−

Low mass 211–508 < 0.93 (1.1) × 10−8

𝜂 508–588 (1.67 ± 0.69 ± 0.23 ± 0.34) × 10−3

𝜔 743–823 (9.82 ± 1.23 ± 0.73 ± 2.79) × 10−4

𝜌0 588-743 or 823-965 (1.52 ± 0.34 ± 0.14 ± 0.24) × 10−3

High mass > 1100 < 3.0 (3.3) × 10−8

Non resonant 211-508 or >1100 < 2.9 (3.2) × 10−8

based on the topological and kinematic variables of the Λ+
𝑐 candidates, the second including also

kinematic, vertex and isolation variables related to the final state particles. The selection is finalized
by imposing particle identification (PID) requirements on both the proton and the muons in the final
state.

The yields are measured with unbinned maximum likelihood fits to the Λ+
𝑐 invariant mass

distributions. In the dilepton mass regions where the invariant mass distribution is compatible
with the background only hypotesis 90% and 95% C.L. upper limits for the branching fraction are
established. The Λ+

𝑐 invariant mass spectrum in the non-resonant dilepton mass region is shown in
Fig. 1. The results are summarized in Tab. 1.

Assuming a decay model with the final state particles uniformly distributed in the phase-space
it is possible to infer an upper limit for the B of the non-resonant Λ+

𝑐 → 𝑝𝜇+𝜇−decay over all the
dilepton mass phase-space as B(Λ+

𝑐 → 𝑝𝜇+𝜇−) < 7.3 (8.2) × 10−8 at 90% (95%) CL [13].

3. Search for resonance enhanced asymmetries in 𝚲+
𝒄 → 𝒑𝝁+𝝁−decays

The first measurement of direct CP asymmetry, CP average and CP asymmetry of the FB
asymmetry in the lepton system, in the Λ+

𝑐 → 𝑝𝜇+𝜇−decay has been performed at LHCb [14]. The
same sample described in Section 2 has been used, but the candidates’ selection has been optimized
differently according to the aim of the measurement.
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Table 2: Yields after correcting for relative efficiency variations and measured asymmetries for Λ+
𝑐 →

𝑝𝜇+𝜇−decays in the two dimuon-mass regions. For the asymmetries the first uncertainty is statistical and the
second systematic [14].

Efficiency-weighted yields Asymmetries
𝑚(𝜇+𝜇−) Signal Misid. back. Comb. back. 𝐴𝐶𝑃 [%] Σ𝐴𝐶𝑃

FB [%] Δ𝐴𝐶𝑃
FB [%]

𝜙low 346± 22 57± 21 437± 26 -0.8± 6.2± 0.6 6.9± 6.1± 1.0 4.8± 6.1± 0.8
𝜙high 435± 22 35± 17 390± 25 -1.4± 5.3± 0.6 1.6± 5.2± 0.8 1.9± 5.2± 0.6

The CP asymmetry, 𝐴CP, is defined in terms of the difference of decay rates for Λ+
𝑐 and Λ

−
𝑐 as:

𝐴𝐶𝑃 ≡ Γ(Λ+
𝑐 → 𝑝𝜇+𝜇−) − Γ(Λ−

𝑐 → 𝑝𝜇+𝜇−)
Γ(Λ+

𝑐 → 𝑝𝜇+𝜇−) + Γ(Λ−
𝑐 → 𝑝𝜇+𝜇−)

, (2)

where Γ is the decay rate. The forward-backward asymmetry, 𝐴FB, is defined as

𝐴FB ≡ Γ(cos 𝜃 > 0) − Γ(cos 𝜃 < 0)
Γ(cos 𝜃 > 0) + Γ(cos 𝜃 < 0) , (3)

where 𝜃 is the angle between the direction of the same-sign lepton, with respect to the initial state
baryon, in the dimuon rest frame and the flight direction of the dimuon system in the rest frame of
the baryon.

The CP asymmetry is measured in two dilepton mass bins in the 𝜙−resonance dominated
dilepton mass spectrum: (𝜙-low) 979 − 1019 MeV/𝑐2 and (𝜙-high) 1019 − 1059 MeV/𝑐2. The
FB asymmetry is measured in the same dilepton mass bins, also distinguishing between the two
flavours of the initial state particle (Λ+

𝑐 and Λ𝑐

−
), and the results are combined as:

Σ𝐴𝐶𝑃
FB =1/2 ·

[
𝐴
Λ+
𝑐

FB + 𝐴Λ
−
𝑐

FB

]
(4)

Δ𝐴𝐶𝑃
FB =1/2 ·

[
𝐴
Λ+
𝑐

FB − 𝐴Λ
−
𝑐

FB

]
(5)

further increasing the sensitivity to the real and imaginary parts of NP couplings.
The Λ+

𝑐 candidates are selected requiring three tracks, compatible with the baryon decay vertex,
and exceeding transverse momentum thresholds. Furthermore the Λ+

𝑐 reconstructed momentum is
required to be in the direction aligned with the primary vertex of the event. A tight requirement
on the PID variable of the proton has been applied to suppress the 𝐷+ → 𝜋+𝜇+𝜇− misidentified
channel, where the pion is identified as proton. A multivariate analysis, based on kinematic,
topological features and features related to the isolation of the signal candidates with respect to
other tracks in the event, has been used to further suppress the combinatorial background. The cut
on the multivariate variable has been optimized together with the requirements on the PID of the
muons. Possible acceptance effects on the reconstruction and selection of the candidates have been
corrected through a reweighting scheme based on simulations. Instrumental asymmetries have been
subtracted to the signal 𝐴𝐶𝑃 by using the cabibbo favoured Λ+

𝑐 → 𝑝𝐾0
𝑠decay as control channel.

The yields, and the asymmetries, are measured with unbinned maximum likelihood fits to the
Λ+
𝑐 invariant mass distribution, which spectrum is shown in Fig. 2. The results from the fit are

summarized in Tab. 2.
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Figure 2: Distribution of𝑚(𝑝𝜇+𝜇−) for efficiency-weighted candidates, together with the fit projection [14].

The dimuon-mass integrated values of 𝐴𝐶𝑃, Σ𝐴𝐶𝑃
FB and Δ𝐴𝐶𝑃

FB , have been computed as the
weighted average of the results in the two dilepton mass bins, coherently taking into account the
correlation among the systematic uncertainties [15], and found to be:

𝐴𝐶𝑃 =(−1.1 ± 4.0 ± 0.5)%
Σ𝐴𝐶𝑃

FB =( 3.9 ± 4.0 ± 0.6)%
Δ𝐴𝐶𝑃

FB =( 3.1 ± 4.0 ± 0.4)%

The results of the null-tests are compatible with a Standard Model scenario.

4. Search for 𝑫0 → 𝒉+𝒉−𝒆+𝒆−decays

The semileptonic rare charm decay 𝐷0 → 𝜋+𝜋−𝑒+𝑒−observed has been for the first time at
LHCb [16] using a sample of proton-proton collisions, recorded between 2015 and 2018, corre-
sponding to an integrated luminosity of 6 fb−1. The 𝐷0 → 𝐾+𝐾−𝑒+𝑒−decay has been also studied
at LHCb, and the current world best upper limit on its branching fraction has been established. The
analysis has been performed over the spectrum of the dilepton mass, distinguishing between different
resonant dominated regions defined according to the expected intermediate resonance: (low mass)
211−525 MeV/𝑐2, (𝜂) 525−565 MeV/𝑐2, (𝜌0/𝜔) 565−950 MeV/𝑐2, (𝜙) 950−1100 MeV/𝑐2 and
(high mass) > 1100 MeV/𝑐2 for the 𝐷0 → 𝜋+𝜋−𝑒+𝑒−channel; (low mass) 211 − 525 MeV/𝑐2, (𝜂)
525 − 565 MeV/𝑐2 and (𝜌0/𝜔) > 565 MeV/𝑐2 for the 𝐷0 → 𝐾+𝐾−𝑒+𝑒−channel. The branching
fraction is defined with respect to the 𝐷0 → 𝐾+𝜋−𝑒+𝑒− normalization mode as:

B(𝐷0 → ℎ+ℎ−𝑒+𝑒−) = 𝑁 (𝐷0 → ℎ+ℎ−𝑒+𝑒−)
𝑁 (𝐷0 → 𝐾−𝜋+ [𝑒+𝑒−]𝜌0𝜔)

×
𝜖 (𝐷0 → 𝐾−𝜋+ [𝑒+𝑒−]𝜌0𝜔)

𝜖 (𝐷0 → ℎ+ℎ−𝑒+𝑒−)
× B(𝐷0 → 𝐾−𝜋+

[
𝑒+𝑒−

]
𝜌0𝜔

) (6)

where the symbols definition is the same of Equation 1. The 𝐷0 candidates are required to
originate from a preceeding 𝐷∗+ → 𝐷0𝜋+ decay by cutting in a narrow region of 3 MeV/𝑐2 of
the mass difference Δ𝑚 = 𝑚(𝐷∗+) − 𝑚(𝐷0). This allows to reduce significantly the combinatorial
background. A multivariate analysis, based kinematic and reconstruction quality features, is applied
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Table 3: Branching fractions of (top) 𝐷0 → 𝜋+𝜋−𝑒+𝑒−and (bottom) 𝐷0 → 𝐾+𝐾−𝑒+𝑒−decays in different
ranges of dielectron mass, where the uncertainties are statistical, systematic and due to the limited knowledge
of the normalization branching fraction. The reported upper limits correspond to 90% (95%) confidence
level.

𝑚(𝑒+𝑒−) region 𝑚(𝑒+𝑒−) [MeV/𝑐2] B [10−7]
𝐷0 → 𝜋+𝜋−𝑒+𝑒−

Low mass 211–525 < 4.8 (5.4)
𝜂 525–565 < 2.3 (2.7)
𝜌0/𝜔 565–950 4.5 ± 1.0 ± 0.7 ± 0.6
𝜙 950–1100 3.8 ± 0.7 ± 0.4 ± 0.5
High mass > 1100 < 2.0 (2.2)
Total – 13.3 ± 1.1 ± 1.7 ± 1.8

𝐷0 → 𝐾+𝐾−𝑒+𝑒−

Low mass 2𝑚𝜇–525 < 1.0 (1.1)
𝜂 525–565 < 0.4 (0.5)
𝜌0/𝜔 > 565 < 2.2 (2.5)

to further distinguish signal from background. A multivariate electron-identification discriminant
is used to further reduce the backgrounds originating from the hadronic 𝐷0 → 𝜋+𝜋−𝜋+𝜋− and
𝐷0 → 𝐾+𝐾−𝜋+𝜋− decays, where two pions are misidentified as electrons.

The yields are measured with unbinned maximum likelihood fits to the 𝐷0 invariant mass
distributions. The branching fractions are measured only in dilepton mass regions where the
signal statistical significance exceeds three standard deviations with respect to the only background
hypotesis. In the other dilepton mass regions 90% and 95% C.L. upper limits are established. The
integrated B of the 𝐷0 → 𝜋+𝜋−𝑒+𝑒−decay has been also measured. The results are summarized in
Tab. 3.

The results are consistent with the branching fractions of the 𝐷0 → 𝜋+𝜋−𝜇+𝜇−and 𝐷0 →
𝐾+𝐾−𝜇+𝜇−decays previously measured by LHCb, and confirm lepton universality at the current
precision.
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