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Three complementary tests of Lepton Flavour Universality (LFU) using semitauonic 𝐵 de-
cays performed by the LHCb collaboration are reported : the first LHCb combined mea-
surement of R(𝐷∗−) and R(𝐷0) using muonic 𝜏 decay channel, the update of the R(𝐷∗−)
measurement based on hadronic 𝜏 decay channel and the first LHCb measurement of the
𝐷∗− polarization in this decay channel. The two latter measurements are the most precise
single measurements to date. In particular, using 2 fb−1 of proton-proton collision data
at a centre-of-mass energy of 13 TeV, the ratio B(𝐵0→ 𝐷∗−𝜏+𝜈𝜏)/B(𝐵0→ 𝐷∗−𝜋+𝜋−𝜋+) is
found be 1.70 ±0.10+0.11

−0.10, where the first uncertainty is statistical and the second systematic.
The lepton universality test, R(𝐷∗−) ≡ B(𝐵0→ 𝐷∗−𝜏+𝜈𝜏)/B(𝐵0→ 𝐷∗−𝜇+𝜈𝜇) is found to be
0.257 ± 0.012 (stat) ± 0.014 (syst) ± 0.012 (ext), after inclusion of the previously published Run1
result. This result is compatible with SM prediction and with previous measurements. Using
these recent LHCb results, the updated word average R(𝐷∗) and R(𝐷) however still displays a 3.3
𝜎 disagreement with the SM prediction.
The 𝐷∗− polarization, which is a powerful complementary test of a potential LFU violation, has
been measured for the first by the LHCb collaboration using the same hadronic semitauonic 𝐵0

decays in two 𝑞2 bins and been found to be: 0.51 ± 0.07 (stat) ± 0.03 (syst), 0.35 ± 0.08 (stat) ±
0.02 (syst) and 0.43 ± 0.06 (stat) ± 0.03 (syst), for 𝑞2 below 7 GeV2/𝑐4, above 7 GeV2/𝑐4 and
integrated over all 𝑞2 values, respectively. This result, the most precise to date, is compatible with
SM predictions and could potentially exclude some phase space regions of New Physics models
where the polarization is very different from SM expectations.
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1. Introduction

The ratio of branching fraction R(𝐷 (∗) ) ≡ B(𝐵0→ 𝐷 (∗)𝜏+𝜈𝜏)/B(𝐵0→ 𝐷 (∗)ℓ+𝜈ℓ), with ℓ =
𝜇, 𝑒, is predicted by the Standard Model (SM) to a per-cent level accuracy and can therefore be used
as a stringent test of lepton flavour universality (LFU) in 𝑏 → 𝑐ℓ𝜈ℓ charged-current transitions.
This ratio has been measured over the last ten years by the Babar [1], Belle [2, 3] and LHCb [4–6]
collaborations using different 𝜏 decay channels and diverse selection methods. A detailed review of
these measurements can be found in [7]. A persistent discrepancy between the world-average values
of R(𝐷∗) and R(𝐷) measurements with their theoretical prediction is at the level of 3.3 standard
deviations [8], including the very recent Belle-II preliminary measurement [9]. Several new physics
(NP) extensions to the SM can explain this anomaly, e.g. leptoquark models [10–12], which typically
assume a leptoquark that preferentially couples to third-generation leptons and has a mass below
1 TeV/𝑐2. Three recent results from the LHCb experiment are presented in this paper: a combined
R(𝐷∗)-R(𝐷) measurement using the 𝜏 muonic decay , an update of the R(𝐷∗) measurement
based on the 3-prong 𝜏 decay channel and a precise measurement of the 𝐷∗− polarization in 𝐵0

→𝐷∗−𝜏+𝜈𝜏 decays. This measurement represents an further powerful independent LFU test since
various NP models can lead to rather different 𝐷∗− polarization values even if the corresponding
R(𝐷∗) yield does not deviate from the SM prediction [13, 14].

2. Detector and simulation

The LHCb detector [15, 16] is a single-arm forward spectrometer covering the pseudorapidity
range 2 < 𝜂 < 5, designed for the study of particles containing 𝑏 or 𝑐 quarks. The detector
includes a high-precision tracking system consisting of a silicon-strip vertex detector surrounding
the 𝑝𝑝 interaction region [17], a large-area silicon-strip detector located upstream of a dipole
magnet with a bending power of about 4 Tm, and three stations of silicon-strip detectors and
straw drift tubes [18, 19] placed downstream of the magnet. The tracking system provides a
measurement of the momentum, 𝑝, of charged particles with a relative uncertainty that varies
from 0.5% at low momentum to 1.0% at 200 GeV/𝑐. The minimum distance of a track to a
primary 𝑝𝑝 collision vertex (PV), the impact parameter (IP), is measured with a resolution of
(15 + 29/𝑝T) µm, where 𝑝T is the component of the momentum transverse to the beam, in GeV/𝑐.
Different types of charged hadrons are distinguished using information from two ring-imaging
Cherenkov (RICH) detectors [20]. Photons, electrons and hadrons are identified by a calorimeter
system consisting of scintillating-pad and preshower detectors, an electromagnetic and a hadronic
calorimeter. Muons are identified by a system composed of alternating layers of iron and multiwire
proportional chambers [21].

The online event selection is performed by a trigger [22], which consists of a hardware
stage, based on information from the calorimeter and muon systems, followed by a software stage,
which applies a full event reconstruction. At the hardware-trigger stage, events are required to
have a muon with high 𝑝T or a hadron, photon or electron with high transverse energy in the
calorimeters. The hadron can originate from either the decay chain under consideration or the
remainder of the event. The software trigger requires a two-, three- or four-track secondary vertex
with a significant displacement from any PV. At least one charged particle must have a transverse
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momentum 𝑝T > 1.6 GeV/𝑐 and be inconsistent with originating from any PV. A multivariate
algorithm [23, 24] is used for the identification of secondary vertices consistent with the decay of a
𝑏 hadron.

Large samples of simulated events are required to reduce the systematic uncertainty due to
the sample size. A fast simulation technique, ReDecay [25], is used for this purpose in which the
underlying 𝑝𝑝 interaction is reused multiple times, with an independently generated signal decay
for each. These samples have been validated against simulated events using unique underlying
interactions.

3. The combined R(𝐷∗)-R(𝐷) measurement using the 𝜏+ → 𝜇+𝜈𝜇𝜈𝜏 channel

Using the muonic 𝜏 decay channel, the LHCb collaboration recently performed a combined
measurement of R(𝐷∗)-R(𝐷), based of 3 fb−1 of collider data taken at

√
𝑠 of 7 and 8 TeV [26].

Fig 1 summarizes the main results. The missing mass to the 𝐷 (∗)−𝜇 system and the muon energy
in the reconstructed 𝐵 rest-frame distributions are shown at high 𝑞2 for both 𝐷0𝜇+ and 𝐷∗−𝜇+

final states. In addition to a very tight muon identification, an essential selection requirement is
that no other charged particle is compatible with the 𝐵 or 𝐷 vertices beyond those forming the
𝐷 (∗)𝜇 system Thanks to the very high statistics available, a clear signal component is visible above
a significant background originating from double-charm events where the second charm meson,
mostly a 𝐷+ meson, underwent a semileptonic decay. This illustrates the critical need to monitor
as accurately as possible this background source. This is achieved in particular by using a distinct
control sample where an extra-kaon is reconstructed together with 𝐷 and the muon, a final state
characteristic of this background. A good agreement is observed in this control sample with the
simulation, enabling the precise measurement of the semitauonic decays. The other major source
of systematic uncertainty for this measurement, [26], is the feed-down due to the semimuonic decay
of the 𝐵 hadron to an highly excited 𝐷 state, either a resonant 𝐷∗∗ state, or a non resonant 𝐷𝜋 or
𝐷𝜋𝜋 state. This is also constrained by a dedicated 𝐷𝜋𝜇 control sample, but a better knowledge of
these decays will be highly beneficial. In the long run, the limitation due to the finite size of the
simulation samples will need to be reduced by advanced computing techniques.

4. Update of the R(𝐷∗) measurement with three-prong hadronic 𝜏 decay using 13
TeV data

The LHCb collaboration pioneered in 2017 the use of the three-prong 𝜏 decay to measure 𝐵
semitauonic events [5, 6]. This decay channel has several key advantages:

• it allows to measure the 𝜏 decay vertex with an excellent precision, allowing a three-orders-of
magnitude suppression of the so called "prompt" background 𝐵0 →𝐷∗−𝜋+𝜋−𝜋+ X where the
three pions originate from the 𝐵 decay point,

• the final state contains only two neutrinos, which allows to reconstruct, using the 𝐵 and 𝜏
approximate lines of flights, the full event kinematics with a precision as good as 15%
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Figure 1: Distributions of (left) the missing mass m2miss and (right) in the highest 𝑞2 bin (above
9.35 GeV2/𝑐4) of the (top) 𝐷0𝜇− and (bottom) 𝐷∗+𝜇− signal data, overlaid with projections of the fit
model.

• the strong difference between the dynamics of the three-pion system in 𝜏 decays and in 𝐷+
𝑠

decays, the dominant background after suppression of the prompt background mentioned
above, allows to isolate the signal candidates with a good purity

• there is no equivalent to the problematic 𝐷∗∗𝜇 feed-down background since its analogous
𝐷∗∗3𝜋 channels are part of the prompt background and highly suppressed.

The results presented here are extracted from the recent update of the R(𝐷∗) measurement by the
LHCb collaboration with 2 fb−1 of 13 TeV proton-proton collisions[27]. At this center of mass
energy, the 𝑏𝑏 cross section is twice larger than for Run1 data. In addition, several improvements
were introduced in LHCb, both at the trigger and analysis level.

4.1 Event selection

Signal candidates are formed by combining a𝐷∗− meson that decays as𝐷∗−→ 𝜋−𝐷0(→ 𝐾+𝜋−)
and a 3𝜋 system forming a good vertex. To reject the main background, called hereafter prompt
background, where the 3𝜋 system comes promptly from the 𝐵0 vertex, the distance between the 𝐵0

and 3𝜋 vertices along the beam direction, Δ𝑧 ≡ 𝑧(3𝜋) − 𝑧(𝐵0), is required to be about four times
its uncertainty (𝜎Δ𝑧). Double-charm 𝐵→ 𝐷∗−𝐷 (𝑋) decays are the next dominant background,
with a detached vertex topology similar to that of the signal decays. Tracks consistent with a
kaon or pion hypothesis and having 𝑝 > 2 GeV/𝑐 and 𝑝T > 250 MeV/𝑐 are selected to form 𝐷0

candidates, which are required to have a mass in the range [1840, 1890] MeV/𝑐2 and 𝑝T larger than
1.2 GeV/𝑐. The 𝐷0 candidates are then combined with tracks consistent with the pion hypothesis
and with 𝑝T > 110 MeV/𝑐 to form 𝐷∗− candidates, where the difference in the masses of the 𝐷∗−

and 𝐷0 candidates (Δ𝑚) must lie within 143 and 148 MeV/𝑐2. Sideband regions of 𝑚(𝐷0) in ranges
[1825, 1840] MeV/𝑐2 and [1890, 1905] MeV/𝑐2 and Δ𝑚 within [150, 160] MeV/𝑐2 are defined to
study the combinatorial background. The 𝜏+ candidates are formed from three tracks, where each
track must have 𝑝T > 250 MeV/𝑐 and be consistent with the pion hypothesis.
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The charged pion and kaon tracks must be positively identified using the information pro-
vided by the particle identification (PID) system [6]. Contamination due to decays of the type
𝐵→ 𝐷∗−𝐷+(𝑋), with the subsequent decay 𝐷+→ 𝐾−𝜋+𝜋+(𝜋0), are suppressed by requiring that
the kaon identification probability is less than 17% for the 𝜋− candidate within the 3𝜋 system.

The combinatorial background is further suppressed using a boosted decision tree (BDT)
classifier that is trained using simulated 𝐵0 → 𝐷∗−𝜏+𝜈𝜏 decays as the signal proxy and the data
sample with the same-sign charge combination 𝐷∗−𝜋−𝜋+𝜋− as the background proxy. This BDT
classifier rejects about 75% of the combinatorial background while preserving 77% of the 𝐵0 →
𝐷∗−𝜏+𝜈𝜏 decays.

A closely related challenge is the rejection of background candidates with more than six
charged tracks. The main source of these candidates are 𝐵→ 𝐷∗−𝐷+

𝑠 (𝑋) processes where the 𝐷+
𝑠

meson decays into five stable charged particles and 𝐵→ 𝐷∗−𝐷0𝐾+ decays where the 𝐷0 meson
decays into four stable charged particles. A dedicated algorithm [28] is used to evaluate the
isolation of each signal-candidate track from other non-signal tracks in an event. An isolation BDT
classifier is formed from this information for each signal-candidate track, trained using simulated
𝐵0 → 𝐷∗−𝜏+𝜈𝜏 decays as the signal proxy and simulated 𝐵→ 𝐷∗−𝐷0𝐾+ decays in which two
extraneous charged kaons are present as the background proxy. This classifier removes 82% of
background decays with extra charged tracks while retaining 78% of signal decays. The signal-
mode 𝐵0 → 𝐷∗−𝜏+𝜈𝜏 candidates are identified with the use of a detached-vertex criterion and a
targeted suppression of backgrounds where 𝐷+

𝑠 decays mimic hadronic decays of 𝜏+ leptons. In
𝐵0 → 𝐷∗−𝜏+𝜈𝜏 decays, the 3𝜋 vertex is detached from the 𝐵0 vertex. A good approximation for
the 𝐵0 vertex is the point of closest approach between the 𝐷∗− line of flight and the 3𝜋 line of
flight. A BDT classifier is used to identify this detached topology. The inputs to this BDT classifier
are the positions of the 𝐷0, 𝐵0 and 3𝜋 vertices and their related uncertainties, the 3𝜋 mass, and
the momenta of the tracks forming the 𝐵0 candidate. The training of this BDT is performed using
simulated 𝐵0 → 𝐷∗−𝜏+𝜈𝜏 decays as signal and simulated prompt 𝑏𝑏 → 𝐷∗−3𝜋𝑋 production as
background samples. The efficiency and rejection performance of this BDT classifier is slightly
better than the beam-direction significance used in Refs. [5, 6]; the rejection rate is 20% higher for
the same signal efficiency.

The 3𝜋 decay of the 𝜏+ proceeds predominantly through an 𝑎1 resonance with a 𝜌0𝜋+ inter-
mediate state. The major background contribution due to 𝐷+

𝑠 decays to 3𝜋(𝑋) primarily proceeds
through 𝜂 and 𝜂′ resonances, with only a very small contribution from 𝑅𝑎1 structures, where 𝑅
designates an 𝜂, 𝜂′,𝜔, 𝜙 or𝐾0 meson [29]. The 𝜋+𝜋− mass is kinematically limited to < 400 MeV/𝑐2

for the decays 𝜂 → 𝜋+𝜋−𝜋0 and 𝜂′ → 𝜋+𝜋−𝜂, which provides input to a discriminating variable
formed by the minimum mass of the two 𝜋+𝜋− combinations present in the pion triplet. The 3𝜋
system from 𝐷+

𝑠 decays is often accompanied with a large number of neutral particles from the same
decay. Variables related to the energy from these neutral particles in cones around the 3𝜋 system
direction are used in a BDT classifier to suppress these backgrounds. This classifier is trained using
simulated 𝐵0 → 𝐷∗−𝜏+𝜈𝜏 events as the signal training sample and simulated 𝐷+

𝑠 events decaying
into three pions as the background training sample. The performance of this anti-𝐷+

𝑠 BDT is better
than that found in the previous analysis [5, 6] with 40% rejection of 𝐷+

𝑠 events for a 97% signal
efficiency. The anti-𝐷+

𝑠 BDT output is used as a fit variable to estimate the yield of 𝐵0→ 𝐷∗−𝜏+𝜈𝜏
decays. An upper boundary for the invariant mass of the of the 3𝜋 system and of 𝐷∗3𝜋 candidates
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is set at 1600 and 5100 MeV/𝑐2,respectively, consistent with the presence of neutrinos in the final
state of the signal decays. After all the selection requirements are applied, only 0.5% of events have
multiple candidates, from which one is chosen at random.

The selection efficiencies (𝜀) for 𝐵0 → 𝐷∗−𝜏+𝜈𝜏 and 𝐵0→ 𝐷∗−3𝜋 modes are estimated from
simulation after corrections are applied. The respective efficiencies are 𝜀sig = (1.05± 0.01) × 10−4

and 𝜀norm = (3.00 ± 0.03) × 10−4. The uncertainties are due to the limited size of the simulation
samples.

4.2 Study of double-charm background

The dominant background category after applying the selection criteria is double-charm decays
𝐵→ 𝐷∗−𝐷 (𝑋), where 𝐷 is a 𝐷+

𝑠 , 𝐷+ or 𝐷0 meson. Given the importance of the 𝐷+
𝑠 background,

it is necessary to model the inclusive 𝐷+
𝑠 decays to 3𝜋 as well as possible. Note that, although

the exclusive decay 𝐷+
𝑠 →𝜋+𝜋−𝜋+ has a small branching fraction, 1%, the inclusive decays 𝐷+

𝑠

→𝜋+𝜋−𝜋+ X have a branching fraction as large as 32%, as recently measured by the BES-III
collaboration [30]. The decomposition of this inclusive rate in the 50 different channels contributing
to this final state is not very well known. Therefore, the fractions of different 𝐷+

𝑠 → 3𝜋𝑋 decays are
determined from a data sample enriched in these decays, with a reverse requirement on the anti-𝐷+

𝑠

BDT output. A simultaneous binned maximum-likelihood fit is performed to the distribution of
four variables: min[𝑚(𝜋+𝜋−)], max[𝑚(𝜋+𝜋−)], 𝑚(𝜋+𝜋+), and 𝑚(3𝜋). The different 𝐷+

𝑠 decay
components are broadly divided into four categories:

• 𝐷+
𝑠 → 𝜂𝜋+(𝜋0) decays where charged pions from the 𝜂 meson are selected;

• 𝐷+
𝑠 → 𝜂′𝜋+(𝜋0) decays where charged pions from the 𝜂′ meson are selected;

• 𝐷+
𝑠 → 𝜔𝜋+(𝜋0) or 𝐷+

𝑠 → 𝜙𝜋+(𝜋0) decays where charged pions from the 𝜔 or 𝜙 meson are
selected;

• 𝐷+
𝑠 decays where the pions originate either directly from the 𝐷+

𝑠 decay or from the 𝑎1

resonance: 𝜂3𝜋, 𝜂𝑎1, 𝜂′3𝜋, 𝜂′𝑎1, 𝜔3𝜋, 𝜔𝑎1, 𝜙3𝜋, 𝜙𝑎1, 𝐾03𝜋, 𝐾0𝑎1, 𝜏+𝜈𝜏 and non-resonant
3𝜋.

The template PDFs for the various 𝐷+
𝑠 decay components are defined using inclusive 𝐵→ 𝐷∗−𝐷+

𝑠𝑋

simulation samples, and the non-𝐷+
𝑠 decays are modelled using the inclusive 𝐵 → 𝐷∗−3𝜋𝑋 sim-

ulation sample. The fraction of each of the four 𝐷+
𝑠 decay components, relative fractions of 𝜂3𝜋,

𝜂′3𝜋 and 𝜔3𝜋 final states and the total number of 𝐷+
𝑠 and non-𝐷+

𝑠 decays are free parameters in the
fit. Compared to the previous analysis [5, 6], the simulated samples are improved with the addition
of 𝐷+

𝑠 → 𝑅𝑎1 modes with 𝑅 ∈ {𝜂, 𝜂′, 𝜔, 𝜙, 𝐾0}, which enable a more detailed description of the
𝐷+
𝑠 → 3𝜋𝑋 decay. This introduces more fit parameters and hence additional constraints are applied

to ensure the stability of the fit. The fit assumes no interference effects, as a full amplitude analysis is
beyond the scope of this study. The fit results are given in Fig. 2, which shows the fractions of the four
inclusive categories mentioned above. The relative fraction 𝐷+

𝑠 → 𝑅𝑎1/(𝐷+
𝑠 → 𝑅𝑎1 + 𝐷+

𝑠 → 𝑅3𝜋)
is fixed at 5.5%. The fractions of 𝐷+

𝑠 decays to 𝜙𝑎1 + 𝜙3𝜋, 𝐾0𝑎1 + 𝐾03𝜋 and 𝜏+𝜈𝜏 final states are
fixed according to their known branching fractions [29].
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Figure 2: Projections of the 𝐷+
𝑠 → 3𝜋𝑋 components for the variables: min[𝑚(𝜋+𝜋−)], max[𝑚(𝜋+𝜋−)],

𝑚(𝜋+𝜋+) and 𝑚(3𝜋) in the fit to the control data samples.

The 𝜒2 per degree of freedom is evaluated to be 1.5, indicating a reasonable fit quality. The
determined fractions of the different modes are given in Table 1. They are used to correct the
corresponding modes in the simulation sample. The effect of the correlations is investigated using
a set of pseudodata samples built via bootstrapping from simulation, in which events are assigned
to each component category randomly. The statistical uncertainty on the fit parameters is found to
be underestimated by no more than 40%. The uncertainties of the fit parameters are then corrected
according to this estimation. The correction factors are applied to the simulation samples that are
used to produce the template PDFs for 𝐵→ 𝐷∗−𝐷+

𝑠𝑋 backgrounds.
A control sample is selected in which the 𝐷+

𝑠 decays to 𝜋+𝜋−𝜋+ in order to determine the
relative abundance of the various channels contributing to the production of a 𝐷+

𝑠 in the final state:
𝐵0 → 𝐷∗−𝐷 (∗,∗∗)+

𝑠 decays, and the inclusive 𝐵 → 𝐷
∗∗
𝐷+
𝑠 (𝑋) and 𝐵0

𝑠 → 𝐷∗−𝐷+
𝑠 (𝑋) decays.1 An

extended binned maximum-likelihood fit is performed to the distribution of the difference of the
𝐷∗−3𝜋mass and the sum of the reconstructed𝐷0 and 3𝜋masses, i.e.Δ𝑀𝐷∗𝐷𝑠

≡ 𝑚(𝐷∗−3𝜋) − 𝑚(𝐷0) − 𝑚(3𝜋).

1Throughout the paper, 𝐷∗∗ and 𝐷∗∗+
𝑠 are used to refer to any higher-mass excited charm or charm-strange mesons

that decay into the ground-state 𝐷∗− and 𝐷+
𝑠 meson.
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Table 1: Relative fractions of various 𝐷+
𝑠 → 3𝜋𝑋 decays obtained from the fit to the 𝐷+

𝑠 control sample
(see Fig. 2) before applying any bias correction to the mean value of its uncertainty.

Template 𝐷+
𝑠 → 3𝜋𝑋 fraction

𝜂𝜌+ 0.112 ± 0.020
𝜂𝜋+ 0.021 ± 0.008
𝜂′𝜌+ 0.185 ± 0.016
𝜂′𝜋+ 0.051 ± 0.014
𝜔𝜌+ or 𝜙𝜌+ 0.090 ± 0.029
𝜔𝜋+ or 𝜙𝜋+ 0.041 ± 0.008
𝜂3𝜋 0.081 ± 0.024
𝜂′3𝜋 0.000 ± 0.005
𝜔3𝜋 0.032 ± 0.041
𝜙3𝜋 0.029 ± 0.008
𝐾03𝜋 0.011 ± 0.003
𝜏+𝜈𝜏 0.012 ± 0.003
Non-resonant 3𝜋 0.326 ± 0.046
𝑎1𝜂 0.005 ± 0.001
𝑎1𝜂

′ 0.000 ± 0.001
𝑎1𝜔 0.002 ± 0.002
𝑎1𝜙 0.002 ± 0.001
𝑎1𝐾

0 0.001 ± 0.001

Table 2: Decay fractions for 𝐵→ 𝐷∗−𝐷+
𝑠 (𝑋) decays obtained from data control samples. The fractions are

normalised relative to that of the 𝐵0 → 𝐷∗−𝐷∗+
𝑠 decay. 𝜖control is the efficiency in the control sample.

Parameter Fit result ( 𝜖sig
𝜖control

) Corrected fraction
𝑓𝐷+

𝑠
0.55 ± 0.03 0.992 0.55 ± 0.03

𝑓𝐷∗+
𝑠0

0.10 ± 0.04 1.077 0.11 ± 0.04
𝑓𝐷+

𝑠1
0.37 ± 0.07 1.051 0.39 ± 0.07

𝑓
𝐷

∗∗
𝐷+

𝑠 (𝑋) 0.28 ± 0.10 1.208 0.34 ± 0.12
𝑓𝐵0

𝑠→𝐷∗−𝐷+
𝑠 (𝑋) 0.12 ± 0.04 0.904 0.11 ± 0.04

The distributions of Δ𝑀𝐷∗𝐷𝑠
, 𝑞2, decay time of the 𝜏+ candidate (𝑡𝜏) and anti-𝐷+

𝑠 BDT output
are shown in Fig. 3. The fit quality is good with a 𝜒2 per degree of freedom equalling 1.11. The
fractions of different decays are given in Table 2, which are used as Gaussian constraints in the
signal-extraction fit for the corresponding components after accounting for the efficiency differences
between the control and signal samples.

The 𝐵 → 𝐷∗−𝐷+(𝑋) and 𝐵 → 𝐷∗−𝐷0(𝑋) decays are the sub-leading double-charm back-
grounds in the signal sample, where the 𝐷0 and the 𝐷+ mesons decay to three charged pions
plus extra particles. A control sample representing the 𝐵 → 𝐷∗−𝐷0𝑋 decays is selected using the
decay mode 𝐷0 → 𝐾−3𝜋. This control samples is used to check the agreement with simulation
for the signal fit variables 𝑞2, 𝑡𝜏 and anti-𝐷+

𝑠 BDT output. The 𝑞2 distribution shows disagreement

8
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Figure 3: Distributions of Δ𝑀𝐷∗𝐷𝑠
, 𝑞2, 𝑡𝜏 and anti-𝐷+

𝑠 BDT output for the 𝐵 → 𝐷∗−𝐷+
𝑠 (𝑋) components.

The results of the fit are overlaid.

between data and simulation due to the imperfect modelling of inclusive 3𝜋 decays. Therefore, the
simulation is corrected to match the data distributions. Fig. 4 shows the 𝑞2 distributions before and
after the correction. The agreement is good in the case of the other two fit variables, 𝑡𝜏 and anti-𝐷+

𝑠

BDT output, and no further correction is necessary.

4.3 Determination of the signal and normalisation yields

The 𝐵0 → 𝐷∗−𝜏+𝜈𝜏 yield is determined from an extended binned maximum-likelihood fit to
the distributions of 𝑞2, 𝑡𝜏 and anti-𝐷+

𝑠 BDT output. The binning scheme comprises eight bins in
𝑞2 and 𝑡𝜏 , and six bins in the BDT output. The chosen binning scheme has maximum sensitivity
to 𝐵0 → 𝐷∗−𝜏+𝜈𝜏 yield while still sufficiently populating the bins. The ranges of 𝑞2, 𝑡𝜏 and BDT
distributions are [0, 11] GeV2/𝑐4, [0, 2] ps and [−0.2, 0.5], respectively. The fit model is built as
a three-dimensional template. The templates for the combinatorial components are derived from
data in which same-sign combinations of 𝐷∗ and 𝜏 candidates are selected, whereas the remainder
are obtained from simulation.

The fit results are summarised in Table 3 and the distributions of the fit variables are shown in
Fig. 5. The fit is performed in two iterations: first, the fractions of 𝐷0 are varied freely and the six

9



P
o
S
(
F
P
C
P
2
0
2
3
)
0
5
2

Lepton flavour universality tests using 𝐵0 → 𝐷∗−𝜏+𝜈𝜏 with muonic and hadronic 𝜏 decays Guy Wormser

0 5 10

]4/c2 [GeV2q

0

0.05

0.1

0.15

A
rb

itr
ar

y 
sc

al
e

Data
Sim. (non-weighted)
Sim. (weighted)

LHCb
-12 fb

Figure 4: Simulated 𝑞2 distributions for 𝐵 → 𝐷∗−𝐷0 (𝑋) before and after weighting based on the data
control samples.

𝐷+
𝑠 decay modes are Gaussian constrained, and then a second fit is performed by fixing these to their

best fit values. This is the same strategy followed in Refs. [6] to determine the statistical uncertainty
on the 𝐵0→ 𝐷∗−𝜏+𝜈𝜏 yield. Thus the relative statistical precision on the yield changes from 6.2%
to 5.9%. The quadratic difference between the statistical uncertainties in the two iterations is treated
as a systematic uncertainty from the double-charm decay models. The number of signal events is
determined to be 2469 ± 154, where the uncertainty is statistical only. The fit quality is excellent
with a 𝜒2 per degree of freedom of 1.0. From studies using pseudoexperiments, the fit is found to
be unbiased.

The 𝐵0→ 𝐷∗−3𝜋 yield is estimated from an unbinned maximum-likelihood fit to the 𝐷∗−3𝜋±

mass distribution. The signal model consists of a Crystal Ball (CB) function [31] and two Gaussian
functions that share a common mean. The CB shape parameters, the width of the wider Gaussian
and the relative proportion of the two Gaussian functions are fixed to the values obtained from
simulation. The background component is described by an exponential function. The 𝑚(𝐷∗−3𝜋)
distribution is shown in Fig. 6 (left) with the fit projection overlaid. The data sample contains
𝐵0 → 𝐷∗−𝐷+

𝑠 (→ 3𝜋) decays, which must be subtracted from the 𝐵0→ 𝐷∗−3𝜋 yield (Fig. 6, right).
A fit to the 𝑚(3𝜋) distribution in the mass range 1800− 2100 MeV/𝑐2 yields 451± 35 decays. After
the subtraction, there are 30540 ± 182 𝐵0→ 𝐷∗−3𝜋 decays. Here, the uncertainties are statistical
only.

The 𝐵0 → 𝐷∗−𝜏+𝜈𝜏 and 𝐵0→ 𝐷∗−3𝜋 yields and their efficiencies are used to determine
K(𝐷∗−), yielding a result of 1.70±0.10+0.11

−0.10, where the uncertainties are statistical and systematic,
respectively.

4.4 Systematic uncertainties

The complete study of systematic uncertainties is detailed in Ref. [27]. The table 4 summarizes
the contribution of the various sources. The dominant ones are coming from the limited knowledge
of signal and background template shapes, and limited simulation statistics. The uncertainty related
to the external branching fractions for 𝐵0 →𝐷∗−𝜇+𝜈𝜇 and 𝐵0 →𝐷∗−𝜋+𝜋−𝜋+ need to be added for
the measurement of R(𝐷∗±).
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Figure 5: Distributions of the fit variables in the 𝐵0→ 𝐷∗−𝜏+𝜈𝜏 data sample with the fit result overlaid.

4.5 Conclusion

In conclusion, using 𝑝𝑝 collision data collected in 2015 and 2016 by the LHCb experiment
and corresponding to an integrated luminosity of 2 fb−1, the ratio of branching fractions of 𝐵0 →
𝐷∗−𝜏+𝜈𝜏 and 𝐵0→ 𝐷∗−3𝜋 decays is measured as

K(𝐷∗−) = 1.70 ± 0.10(stat)+0.11
−0.10(syst) .

The result is in good agreement with the previous LHCb measurement [5, 6]. The improved
analysis procedure results in an increase in signal efficiency and a decrease of the relative sys-
tematic uncertainty from 9% to 6%. Using the most recent branching fraction measurements
B(𝐵0 → 𝐷∗−3𝜋) = (7.21 ± 0.29) × 10−3 andB(𝐵0 → 𝐷∗−𝜇+𝜈𝜇) = (4.97 ± 0.12)% [29], the branch-
ing fraction

B(𝐵0 → 𝐷∗−𝜏+𝜈𝜏) = (1.23 ± 0.07 (stat)+0.08
−0.07 (syst) ± 0.05 (ext)) × 10−2 ,

and the ratio of branching fractions of 𝐵0→ 𝐷∗−𝜏+𝜈𝜏 and 𝐵0→ 𝐷∗−𝜇+𝜈𝜇

R(𝐷∗−) = 0.247 ± 0.015 (stat) ± 0.015 (syst) ± 0.012 (ext) ,

are obtained, where the third uncertainties are due to the uncertainties on the external branching
fractions. This result is compatible with the present world average and with the SM expectation
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Table 3: Fit results from the three-dimensional signal-extraction fit to 𝑞2, 𝑡𝜏 and anti-𝐷+
𝑠 BDT output in the

data.

Parameter Fit result Constraint
Free

𝑁sig 2469 ± 154
𝑁𝐷+

𝑠
20446 ± 509

𝑓𝐷+ 0.08 ± 0.01
𝑓
𝑣1𝑣2
𝐷0 2.10 ± 0.30

Constrained
𝑁𝐵→𝐷∗−3𝜋𝑋 2279 ± 177 2051 ± 200
𝑓𝐵0

𝑠→𝐷∗−𝐷+
𝑠 (𝑋) 0.13 ± 0.03 0.11 ± 0.04

𝑓𝐷+
𝑠1

0.36 ± 0.03 0.40 ± 0.07
𝑓𝐷+

𝑠
0.60 ± 0.02 0.55 ± 0.03

𝑓𝐷∗+
𝑠0

0.06 ± 0.03 0.11 ± 0.04
𝑓
𝐷

∗∗
𝐷+

𝑠 (𝑋) 0.61 ± 0.06 0.34 ± 0.12
Fixed

𝑁𝐵1𝐵2 46
𝑁same
𝐷0 1051

𝑁fake 𝐷0 468
𝑁fake 𝐷∗− 714
𝑓
𝐷

∗∗
𝜏+𝜈 0.035

𝑓𝜏+→3𝜋𝜈𝜏 0.780

(0.254 ± 0.005) [8]. When combined with the previous results [6], the values of K(𝐷∗−) and
R(𝐷∗−) are

K(𝐷∗−)comb = 1.77 ± 0.08 (stat) ± 0.10 (syst) and
R(𝐷∗−)comb = 0.257 ± 0.012 (stat) ± 0.014 (syst) ± 0.012 (ext) .

The combined R(𝐷∗−) is obtained from the K(𝐷∗−) combination and the branching fractions
of the normalisation channels. This combination leads to one of the most precise measurements
of R(𝐷∗) to date. The combination of all R(𝐷∗) and R(D) measurements to date, including a
very recent measurement by the BELLE-II collaboration, is displayed on Fig.7 [8]. It shows a
3.3 deviation from the SM prediction. Ten years after the first BABAR measurement, and after a
dozen of various measurements, it is interesting (and may be frustrating as well!) to note that the
discrepancy level wrt to SM predictions is still the same (!), although of course both theoretical and
experimental uncertainties have been significantly reduced. As we say in France, "Le canard est
toujours vivant...".

5. 𝐷∗− polarization measurement

This section is based on a forthcoming LHCb publication [32] in preparation. The results in
this section are therefore to be considered as preliminary.
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Figure 6: Invariant-mass distribution of the (left) 𝐷∗−3𝜋 and (right) 3𝜋 system for 𝐵0→ 𝐷∗−3𝜋 candidates
in data with corresponding fit models superimposed.

5.1 Introduction

Studies of the kinematic and angular distributions, such as the longitudinal 𝐷∗ polarization
fraction (𝐹𝐷∗

𝐿
), can provide additional sensitivity to possible NP scenarios even if R(𝐷∗) is fully com-

patible with the SM prediction [33]. For example, the 𝐹𝐷∗
𝐿

value could be enhanced by new scalar
operators or suppressed by new tensor operators [34]. At present, the only measurement of 𝐹𝐷∗

𝐿

was performed by the Belle collaboration with the result 𝐹𝐷∗
𝐿

= 0.60 ± 0.08 (stat) ± 0.04 (syst) [35].
This value is compatible with the SM expectation [36–38]. The most recent theoretical predictions,
computed with different model assumptions and QCD calculations, are 0.441 ± 0.006 [39], 0.457
± 0.010 [40] and 0.467 ± 0.009 [41].

The polarization measurement is performed including the data collected by the LHCb experi-
ment during 2011–2012 at

√
𝑠 equal to 7 and 8 TeV (Run 1) and during the 2015–2016 (Run 2) at

√
𝑠

= 13 TeV, corresponding to an integrated luminosity of 3 fb−1 and 2 fb−1, respectively. The event
selection requirements are exactly the same as the ones described above for the R(𝐷∗±) analysis.
The value of the 𝐹𝐷∗

𝐿
observable is extracted from the angular distribution of the 𝐷∗− → 𝐷0𝜋−

decay:

𝑑2Γ

𝑑𝑞2𝑑 cos 𝜃𝐷
= 𝑎𝜃𝐷 (𝑞2) + 𝑐𝜃𝐷 (𝑞2) cos2 𝜃𝐷 , (1)
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Table 4: Summary of relative systematic uncertainties on the ratio K(𝐷∗−).

Source systematic uncertainty (%)
Signal decay template shape 1.8
Signal decay efficiency 0.9
Fractions of signal 𝜏+ decays 0.3
Possible contributions from other 𝜏+ decays 1.0
Fixing the 𝐷∗∗

𝜏+𝜈𝜏 and 𝐷∗∗+
𝑠 𝜏+𝜈𝜏 fractions +1.8

−1.9
Normalisation mode PDF choice 1.0
Knowledge of the 𝐷+

𝑠 → 3𝜋𝑋 decay model 1.0
Specifically the 𝐷+

𝑠 → 𝑎1𝑋 fraction 1.5
𝐵 → 𝐷∗−𝐷+

𝑠 (𝑋) template shapes 0.3
𝐵 → 𝐷∗−𝐷0(𝑋) template shapes 1.2
𝐵 → 𝐷∗−𝐷+(𝑋) template shapes +2.2

−0.8
Fixing 𝐵 → 𝐷∗−𝐷+

𝑠 (𝑋) bkg model parameters 1.1
Fixing 𝐵 → 𝐷∗−𝐷0(𝑋) bkg model parameters 1.5
𝐵 → 𝐷∗−3𝜋𝑋 template shapes 1.2
Combinatorial background normalisation +0.5

−0.6
PID efficiency 0.5
Kinematic reweighting 0.7
Vertex error correction 0.9
Normalisation mode efficiency (modelling of 𝑚(3𝜋)) 1.0
Preselection efficiency 2.0
Signal efficiency (size of simulation sample) 1.1
Normalisation efficiency (size of simulation sample) 1.1
Empty bins in templates 1.3
PDF shapes uncertainty (size of simulation sample) 2.0
Total systematic uncertainty +6.2

−5.9
Total statistical uncertainty 5.9

where 𝜃𝐷 is the angle between the 𝐷0 meson direction and the direction opposite to the 𝐵0 in
the 𝐷∗ rest frame, 𝑞2 is the squared invariant mass of the 𝜏𝜈𝜏 system, defined as the squared
difference between the 𝐵 and the 𝐷∗ momentum, and the 𝑎𝜃𝐷 (𝑞2) and 𝑐𝜃𝐷 (𝑞2) coefficients are
linear combinations of the 12 angular coefficients, encapsulating the hadronic effects and the
fundamental couplings [42]. The 𝑞2 computation is performed correcting the 𝐵 momentum for the
missing neutrino effect. The value of 𝐹𝐷∗

𝐿
can be calculated as:

𝐹𝐷
∗

𝐿 =
𝑎𝜃𝐷 (𝑞2) + 𝑐𝜃𝐷 (𝑞2)

3𝑎𝜃𝐷 (𝑞2) + 𝑐𝜃𝐷 (𝑞2)
. (2)

5.2 Polarization measurements

The final 𝐹𝐷∗
𝐿

value is calculated from the 𝑎𝜃𝐷 (𝑞2) and 𝑐𝜃𝐷 (𝑞2) parameters extracted from
a binned maximum-likelihood fit to data. The fit uses four-dimensional templates in terms of the
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Figure 7: HFLAV compilation (Summer 2023) of all the results regarding R(𝐷∗) and R(D).

following variables:

• cos 𝜃𝐷: defined in Section 5.1;

• 𝑞2: defined in Section 5.1;

• 𝑡𝜏 : decay-time of the 𝜏 lepton, taking into account the corrections due to the missing neutrino;

• anti-𝐷+
𝑠 BDT: the output of the BDT trained to suppress the 𝐵→ 𝐷∗−𝐷+

𝑠 (𝑋) background.

The value of 𝐹𝐷∗
𝐿

is measured in two different 𝑞2 regions, below and above 7 GeV2/𝑐4, and
considering 6 bins of cos 𝜃𝐷 in each region. The binning scheme for the other two variables differs
for the Run 1 and Run 2 samples, due to their different luminosities. Within the 𝑡𝜏 in range [0, 2] ps
there are four and six bins for the Run 1 and Run 2 datasets, respectively. Similarly, either six or
eight bins are used for the anti-𝐷+

𝑠 BDT distribution.
The 𝑎𝜃𝐷 (𝑞2) and 𝑐𝜃𝐷 (𝑞2) parameters are determined by splitting the signal simulated template

in two components: one is completely unpolarized while the other is fully polarized, allowing to
determine a different 𝐹𝐷∗

𝐿
value from the one used in the simulated signal sample generation. With

this separation, the 𝑎𝜃𝐷 (𝑞2) and 𝑐𝜃𝐷 (𝑞2) parameters become directly proportional to the yields of
the unpolarized and polarized components, respectively, as discussed in Section 5.6.

Weights are assigned to the simulated events such that the decay kinematics follow the CLN
parameterization of the form factors [43]. This procedure is performed by means of the Hammer
tool [44] using the dedicated RooHammerModel [45] interface developed by the LHCb collabora-
tion.

A correction to the signal cos 𝜃𝐷 distribution is implemented in order to take into account
possible effects due to the reconstruction of the signal decays and retrieve the correct 𝐹𝐷∗

𝐿
value.

This correction consists of two contributions: the first corrects for the effect of the signal selec-
tion chain and the second corrects for the bin migration due to differences between the true and

15



P
o
S
(
F
P
C
P
2
0
2
3
)
0
5
2

Lepton flavour universality tests using 𝐵0 → 𝐷∗−𝜏+𝜈𝜏 with muonic and hadronic 𝜏 decays Guy Wormser

reconstructed variables. The former is determined as the ratio of the true cos 𝜃𝐷 distribution, after
the full signal selection, to the corresponding distribution at generation level in bins of true 𝑞2;
the latter is determined as the ratio between the cos 𝜃𝐷 distribution in bins of 𝑞2 considering the
reconstructed and the generated quantities, after the full signal selection. The ratio between these
cos 𝜃𝐷 distributions is computed with the non-uniform distribution of the events in each bin taken
into account.

The signal cos 𝜃𝐷 distribution in the two 𝑞2 regions for the unpolarized and polarized compo-
nents, after applying the full signal selection and the form-factor and correction weights, is depicted
in Figure 8. The unpolarized component does not exhibit a flat distribution since it is distorted by
reconstruction effects.
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Figure 8: Signal distribution of the cos 𝜃𝐷 variable in the two 𝑞2 regions and split into the unpolarized
and polarized components. The template for the unpolarized component is distorted by the effect of the
reconstruction and the signal selection.

5.3 Background description

After applying the signal selection, the residual background consists mainly of events with a
charm hadron decay: 𝐵→ 𝐷∗−𝐷 (𝑋) decays, where 𝐷 can be, in order of importance, a 𝐷+

𝑠 , a 𝐷+

or a 𝐷0 meson. Probability density functions (PDFs) for these background sources are extracted
from simulated control samples. The corresponding distributions in Run 1 and Run 2 data are
used to validate the simulated samples and, if needed, calculate corrections to be applied to the
simulation. Two different control samples are used to validate the simulated 𝐷+

𝑠 background: the
first is based on a pure sample of𝐷+

𝑠 decaying into three charged pions aimed to correct the branching
fractions leading to 𝐷+

𝑠 meson production in the generation phase; the second consisting of various
𝐵→ 𝐷∗−𝐷+

𝑠 (𝑋) decays aims to constrain the relative fractions between these components in the
final fit.

5.4 𝐵→ 𝐷∗− (𝐷+, 𝐷0) (𝑋) control sample

The decays 𝐵→ 𝐷∗−𝐷+(𝑋) and 𝐵→ 𝐷∗−𝐷0(𝑋) can contribute to the signal background
when the 𝐷+ meson decays into two charged pions and a kaon, misidentified as a pion, or when
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a 𝐷+ or 𝐷0 meson decays into three charged pions and an additional particle. The corresponding
simulated samples are used to extract the PDFs for the four fit variables and a validation of
their shape is performed using dedicated control samples. For the latter background, a control
sample is built by reconstructing the 𝐷0→ 𝐾−𝜋+𝜋−𝜋+ decay by means of the isolation algorithm,
searching for the extra kaon around the 3𝜋 vertex. For the former background, a control sample
is obtained by inverting the PID requirement on the negative charged pion and reconstructing the
𝐷+ → 𝐾−𝜋+𝜋+ decay. In both cases a sPlot [46] is performed to get rid of the combinatorial
background and obtain a pure distribution of the decay mode of interest. The 𝑞2 distribution shows
some discrepancies between data and simulation due to the imperfect modelling of the inclusive
3𝜋 decays. A correction is determined as the ratio of the data and simulated 𝑞2 distributions and is
applied to the final templates to account for this effect. Similarly, the cos 𝜃𝐷 distribution is not well
modelled in the inclusive simulation and is therefore corrected in order to match the one observed
in data. The data and simulated 𝑞2 and cos 𝜃𝐷 distributions before and after the corrections for the
𝐵→ 𝐷∗−𝐷0(𝑋) decays are depicted in Figure 9.
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Figure 9: Simulated (left) 𝑞2 and (right) cos 𝜃𝐷 distributions for the 𝐵→ 𝐷∗−𝐷0 (𝑋) before and after the
correction for the data-simulation differences in the Run 2 sweighted data sample.

5.5 Signal fit

The fraction of signal polarized events is estimated from an extended maximum-likelihood fit
to the four dimensional distribution of cos 𝜃𝐷 , 𝑞2, 𝑡𝜏 , anti-𝐷+

𝑠 BDT output. The fit is performed
within the SM framework with the free parameters listed below.

• 𝑁unpol
low q2 and 𝑁unpol

high q2 : parameters accounting for the number of unpolarized signal events in
the low and high 𝑞2 regions, respectively.

• 𝑓
pol
low q2 and 𝑓

pol
high q2 : parameters accounting for the fraction of signal polarized events with

respect to the number of unpolarized signal events in the low and high 𝑞2 regions, respectively.

• 𝑁𝐵0→𝐷∗−𝐷+ (𝑋) : parameter accounting for the number of 𝐵0→ 𝐷∗−𝐷+(𝑋) events.

• 𝑓
v1v2
𝐵0→𝐷∗−𝐷0 (𝑋) : free parameter accounting for the fraction of 𝐵0→ 𝐷∗−𝐷0(𝑋) events where at

least one pion comes from a different vertex than the𝐷0 vertex, with respect to 𝑁same
𝐵0→𝐷∗−𝐷0 (𝑋) .
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• 𝑁𝐵0→𝐷∗−𝐷∗+
𝑠

: parameter accounting for the yield of the 𝐵0→ 𝐷∗−𝐷∗+
𝑠 mode.

In order to reach a better fit convergence some parameters have been contrained or fixed:

• 𝑓𝜏+→𝜋+𝜋− 𝜋+𝜋0𝜈𝜏 : fraction of signal 𝜏+→ 𝜋+𝜋−𝜋+𝜋0𝜈𝜏 events with respect to 𝜏+→ 𝜋+𝜋−𝜋+𝜈𝜏 .
This parameter is fixed taking into account the different branching ratios and efficiencies of
the two modes.

• 𝑓𝐵0→𝐷∗∗− 𝜏+𝜈𝜏 : fraction of signal 𝐵0 → 𝐷∗∗−𝜏+𝜈𝜏 with respect to 𝐵0 → 𝐷∗−𝜏+𝜈𝜏 . This
parameter is fixed in the fit to the expected value determined from simulation.

• 𝑓𝐵0→𝐷∗−𝐷′+
𝑠1

, 𝑓𝐵0→𝐷∗−𝐷+
𝑠
, 𝑓𝐵0,±→𝐷∗𝐷+

𝑠𝑋
, 𝑓𝐵0

𝑠→𝐷∗−𝐷+
𝑠 (𝑋) and 𝑓𝐵0→𝐷∗−𝐷∗+

𝑠0
: set of parameters

representing the fraction of a decay mode of interest with respect to the 𝐵0 → 𝐷∗−𝐷∗+
𝑠

decay. These parameters are constrained to the results of the fit performed in Section 5.3
after correcting for efficiency.

• 𝑁same
𝐵0→𝐷∗−𝐷0 (𝑋) : number of 𝐵0 → 𝐷∗−𝐷0(𝑋) events where the three pions in the final state

come from the same vertex. This parameter is Gaussian constrained to the number of
exclusive 𝐷0 → 𝐾−𝜋+𝜋−𝜋+ events recovered by the isolation tool after correcting for the
data-simulation differences.

• 𝑁𝐵0→𝐷∗− 𝜋+𝜋− 𝜋+𝑋: constrained parameter accounting for the number of prompt 𝐵0 →
𝐷∗−𝜋+𝜋−𝜋+𝑋 events. The central value is determined from the observed ratio between
exclusive 𝐵0 → 𝐷∗−𝜋+𝜋−𝜋+ and the inclusive 𝐵0 → 𝐷∗−𝜋+𝜋−𝜋+𝑋 decays, corrected for
data-simulation differences.

• 𝑁B1−B2: number of combinatorial backgrounds where the 𝐷∗ and the three pions come
from different 𝐵 hadrons. Its value is fixed to the value observed in the wrong-sign sample
satisfying the non-isolation and the higher 𝐵 mass requirements.

• 𝑁fake 𝐷0 & 𝑁fake 𝐷∗ , number of combinatorial background events where a fake 𝐷0 or 𝐷∗ is
reconstructed, respectively. Their value is fixed to the values obtained from a fit to 𝑚(𝐾−𝜋+)
and 𝑚(𝐷∗) − 𝑚(𝐾−𝜋+).

The fractions 𝑓 pol, 𝑓𝜏+→𝜋+𝜋− 𝜋+𝜋0𝜈𝜏 and 𝑓𝐵0→𝐷∗∗− 𝜏+𝜈𝜏 are assumed to be the same in the Run 1
and Run 2 data samples. The fit has a 𝜒2 for degree of freedom of 1.1 (806/736), the results are
summarized in Table 5 while the fit variable projections are depicted in Figure 10. The fractions
of polarized signal events are 0.361 ± 0.074 and 0.013 ± 0.081 for the low and high 𝑞2 region,
respectively.

5.6 Extraction of the 𝐷∗ polarization

The 𝑎𝜃𝐷 (𝑞2) and 𝑐𝜃𝐷 (𝑞2) coefficients are directly related to the observed yields of the polarized
and unpolarized signal components in the two 𝑞2 bins. In fact, the 𝑎𝜃𝐷 (𝑞2) value can be computed
as the value of the unpolarized PDF evaluated at cos 𝜃𝐷 = 0 scaled by the number of unpolarized
events, while the 𝑐𝜃𝐷 (𝑞2) parameter is proportional to the integral of the polarized PDF. The
corresponding 𝐹𝐷∗

𝐿
value integrated over the whole 𝑞2 region is determined as the average of the

two 𝐹𝐷∗
𝐿

values, corrected by efficiency. The extracted 𝐹𝐷∗
𝐿

, 𝑎𝜃𝐷 (𝑞2) and 𝑐𝜃𝐷 (𝑞2) values for the
binned and integrated 𝑞2 regions are reported in Table 6.
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Table 5: Fit results of the nominal fit for the Run 1 and Run 2 datasets.

Parameter Run 1 Run 2
𝑁

unpol
low q2 360 ± 55 758 ± 62

𝑁
unpol
high q2 532 ± 70 827 ± 109
𝑓

pol
low q2 0.36 ± 0.07
𝑓

pol
high q2 0.01 ± 0.08
𝑓𝜏+→𝜋+𝜋− 𝜋+𝜋0𝜈𝜏 0.28
𝑓𝐵0→𝐷∗∗− 𝜏+𝜈𝜏 0.044
𝑁𝐵0→𝐷∗−𝐷∗+

𝑠
2087 ± 77 7475 ± 170

𝑓𝐵0→𝐷∗−𝐷′+
𝑠1

0.38 ± 0.05 0.37 ± 0.04
𝑓𝐵0→𝐷∗−𝐷+

𝑠
0.51 ± 0.03 0.60 ± 0.03

𝑓𝐵0,±→𝐷∗𝐷+
𝑠𝑋

0.83 ± 0.06 0.48 ± 0.05
𝑓𝐵0

𝑠→𝐷∗−𝐷+
𝑠 (𝑋) 0.17 ± 0.03 0.10 ± 0.02

𝑓𝐵0→𝐷∗−𝐷∗+
𝑠0

0.11 ± 0.02 0.02 ± 0.03
𝑁same
𝐵0→𝐷∗−𝐷0 (𝑋) 448 ± 22 1039 ± 52
𝑓

v1v2
𝐵0→𝐷∗−𝐷0 (𝑋) 0.39 ± 0.18 2.26 ± 0.28
𝑁𝐵0→𝐷∗−𝐷+ (𝑋) 1747 ± 118 1740 ± 182
𝑁𝐵0→𝐷∗− 𝜋+𝜋− 𝜋+𝑋 408 ± 21 2190 ± 33
𝑁B1−B2 197 216
𝑁fake 𝐷0 110 457
𝑁fake 𝐷∗ 133 533

Table 6: Values of 𝑎𝜃𝐷 (𝑞2), 𝑐𝜃𝐷 (𝑞2) and 𝐹𝐷∗
𝐿

from the fit.

Parameter 𝑞2 < 7 GeV2/𝑐4 𝑞2 > 7 GeV2/𝑐4 integrated
𝑎𝜃𝐷 (𝑞2) 0.12 ± 0.02 0.15 ± 0.03 0.14 ± 0.03
𝑐𝜃𝐷 (𝑞2) 0.13 ± 0.05 0.01 ± 0.02 0.07 ± 0.06
𝐹𝐷

∗
𝐿

0.51 ± 0.07 0.35 ± 0.08 0.43 ± 0.06

5.7 Systematic uncertainties

Different sources of systematic uncertainty are considered, mainly due to the signal selection
requirements, 𝑞2 bin migration, signal and background modelling, and limited size of the simulated
samples. A breakdown of all the systematic uncertainties is reported in Table 7 while in the
following a brief description is provided for each source.

The simulated signal distributions are weighted according to the form-factor values predicted by
the CLN parameterization. Two systematic uncertainties are assigned due to limited knowledge of
the form-factors: FF parameters is evaluated varying the CLN parameters within their uncertainties,
while FF model is determined repeating the fit with the BGL parameterization [47, 48].

The effect of the signal selection and the 𝑞2 bin migration on the signal cos 𝜃𝐷 template are
also considered, due to their effect on the split between polarized and unpolarized components.
A systematic uncertainty is assigned varying these two latter corrections within their statistical
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Figure 10: Distributions of the fit variables in the Run 1 (left) and Run 2 (right) datasets with the fit results
superimposed.

uncertainties. The presence of any bias in the fit procedure is assessed repeating the fit on a set
of pseudo-experiments, obtained with a bootstrap technique on data distribution, and assessing
a systematic uncertainty on the resulting 𝐹𝐷

∗
𝐿

values (Fit validation). The 𝐹𝐷∗
𝐿

value used in
the generation of the simulated signal sample (𝐹𝐷∗

𝐿
in simulation) can introduce a bias in the

reconstruction efficiency and acceptance in the cos 𝜃𝐷 distribution. Different 𝐹𝐷∗
𝐿

hypotheses are
considered in the full 𝐹𝐷∗

𝐿
range obtaining each time a new set of signal templates. The fit is

repeated and a systematic uncertainty is assigned as the maximum difference with respect to the
default 𝐹𝐷∗

𝐿
values.
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The fraction between the 𝜏+→ 𝜋+𝜋−𝜋+𝜈𝜏 and 𝜏+→ 𝜋+𝜋−𝜋+𝜋0𝜈𝜏 decays is fixed in the signal
fit so a systematic uncertainty (Fractions of signal 𝜏+→ 𝜋+𝜋−𝜋+𝜋0𝜈𝜏 decays) is assigned repeating
the fit and varying the central value according to its uncertainty. A similar strategy is used for
the 𝑓𝐵0→𝐷∗∗− 𝜏+𝜈𝜏 , constraining the ratio between the 𝐵0 → 𝐷∗∗−𝜏+𝜈𝜏 events and the signal decay
(Fraction of 𝐷∗∗ feed-down).

The 𝐷+
𝑠 decays in simulation are corrected by the weights obtained in the fit to the 𝐷+

𝑠 →
𝜋+𝜋−𝜋+(𝑋) control sample (𝐷+

𝑠 decay model). These weights are varied by taking into account
their uncertainties and correlations and the signal fit is repeated with the varied 𝐷+

𝑠 templates.
Different corrections have been applied to the templates of double charmed backgrounds in order
to obtain the data-simulation corrected cos 𝜃𝐷 distributions. For each correction a systematic
uncertainty is assigned by varying the corresponding weights within their uncertainty (Shape of
cos 𝜃𝐷 template in 𝐷∗𝐷 decays).

Another source of systematic uncertainty is related to the limited size of the simulated events
available for building the fit templates for the various components (Limited template statistics).
This systematic uncertainty is evaluated repeating the fit using alternative templates obtained after
resampling the nominal ones by means of a bootstrap technique. The usage of the ReDecay [25]
technique in the generation of large simulated samples helped in taking this systematic well under
control.

A different fitting strategy is implemented in order to estimate the 𝐹𝐷∗
𝐿

value with an alternative
method. The fit is repeated using 3D templates including the 𝜏 decay-time, the anti-𝐷+

𝑠 BDT and
𝑞2. The fit results are projected in the cos 𝜃𝐷 variable and a background subtraction is performed.
Finally the cos 𝜃𝐷 distribution, corrected for reconstruction effects, is fitted using a second order
polynomial for determining the 𝑎𝜃𝐷 (𝑞2) and 𝑐𝜃𝐷 (𝑞2) parameters. The results are found to be
compatible with the nominal strategy.

An additional systematic uncertainty has been assigned for the extrapolation of the 𝐹𝐷∗
𝐿

value
in the whole 𝑞2 integrated region. The bin efficiencies used for determining the integrated 𝐹𝐷∗

𝐿

value are varied by 1 standard deviation and the difference with respect to the nominal value is
taken as systematic uncertainty (𝐹𝐷∗

𝐿
integration method).

5.8 Conclusions

The measurement of the longitudinal 𝐷∗ polarization is performed by the LHCb collaboration
using the data samples collected at the center-of-mass energy

√
𝑠 equal to 7, 8 and 13 TeV corre-

sponding to an integrated luminosity of 1, 2 and 2 fb−1, respectively. The 𝐹𝐷∗
𝐿

value is provided
in two 𝑞2 bins and in the integrated region. The measured 𝐹𝐷∗

𝐿
values, which are compatible with

SM predictions and with the results obtained by the Belle experiment, are:

𝑞2 < 7 GeV2/𝑐4 : 0.51 ± 0.07( (stat)) ± 0.03( (syst))
𝑞2 > 7 GeV2/𝑐4 : 0.35 ± 0.08( (stat)) ± 0.02( (syst))
𝑞2 integrated : 0.43 ± 0.06( (stat)) ± 0.03( (syst))
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Table 7: Summary of the systematic uncertainties related to the 𝐷∗ polarization measurement.

Source low 𝑞2 high 𝑞2 integrated
Fit validation 0.003 0.002 0.003
FF model 0.007 0.003 0.005
FF parameters 0.013 0.006 0.011
Limited template statistics 0.027 0.017 0.019
Fraction of signal 𝜏+→ 𝜋+𝜋−𝜋+𝜋0𝜈𝜏 decays 0.001 0.001 0.001
Fraction of 𝐷∗∗ feed-down 0.001 0.004 0.003
Signal selection 0.005 0.004 0.005
Bin migration 0.008 0.006 0.007
𝐹𝐷

∗
𝐿

in simulation 0.007 0.003 0.007
𝐷+
𝑠 decay model 0.008 0.009 0.009

Shape of cos 𝜃𝐷 template in 𝐷∗−𝐷+
𝑠 decays 0.002 0.001 0.002

Shape of cos 𝜃𝐷 template in 𝐷∗−𝐷∗+
𝑠 decays 0.007 0.002 0.004

Shape of cos 𝜃𝐷 template in 𝐷∗−𝐷+
𝑠𝑋 decays 0.007 0.006 0.007

Shape of cos 𝜃𝐷 template in 𝐷∗−𝐷+𝑋 decays 0.002 0.002 0.003
Shape of cos 𝜃𝐷 template in 𝐷∗−𝐷0𝑋 decays 0.002 0.002 0.003
𝐹𝐷

∗
𝐿

integration method - - 0.002
Total 0.036 0.023 0.029

6. Prospects

Further LFU violation tests are planned in the LHCb experiment, extending both the precision
and the scope of the measurements. The results based on the full Run1+ Run2 LHC data, taken
between 2011 and 2018 will be released in one or two years from now for R(Dstarm) and R(𝐷).
LFU tests based on other 𝐵 hadrons, namely 𝐵0

𝑠 , 𝐵+
𝑐 or 𝛬0

𝑏
hadrons should also be available in a

similar time scale. The precision of these measurements has been estimated in Ref. [7] and should
range between 15% and 3% depending on the hadron species (Fig. 11).

In addition, a full angular analysis of the 𝐵0→ 𝐷∗−𝜏+𝜈𝜏 should allow to measure the complete
set of the 12 coefficients governing this decay as explained in [49]. We are therefore hopeful that,
at the end of the decade or maybe even sooner, taking into account the soon-to-come Belle-II results
on some of these channels, a clear answer of the existence or not of LFU violation in semitauonic
𝐵 decays will be available!

7. Conclusion

Three complementary tests of Lepton Flavour Universality (LFU) using semitauonic 𝐵 de-
cays performed by the LHCb collaboration are reported : the first LHCb combined measure-
ment of R(𝐷∗−) and R(𝐷0) using muonic 𝜏 decay channel, the update of the R(𝐷∗−) measure-
ment based on hadronic 𝜏 decay channel and the first LHCb measurement of the 𝐷∗− polar-
ization in this decay channel. The two latter measurements are the most precise signle mea-
surements to date. In particular, using 2 fb−1 of proton-proton collision data at a centre-of-
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Figure 11: Projections of the expected precision on the various LFU R ratios as function of time, using
optimistic assumptions regarding the data taking and analysis rate, and the level of the systematic floor.
When confronted to real life, these curves may move to the right (slower data taking) and/or upwards (larger
systematic uncertainties).

mass energy of 13 TeV, the ratio B(𝐵0→ 𝐷∗−𝜏+𝜈𝜏)/B(𝐵0→ 𝐷∗−𝜋+𝜋−𝜋+) is found be 1.70
±0.10+0.11

−0.10, where the first uncertainty is statistical and the second systematic. The lepton univer-
sality test, R(𝐷∗−) ≡ B(𝐵0→ 𝐷∗−𝜏+𝜈𝜏)/B(𝐵0→ 𝐷∗−𝜇+𝜈𝜇) is found to be 0.257± 0.012 (stat)±
0.014 (syst) ± 0.012 (ext), after inclusion of the previously published Run1 result. This result is
compatible with SM prediction and with previous measurements. Using these recent LHCb results,
the updated word average R(𝐷∗) and R(𝐷) however still displays a 3.3 𝜎 disagreement with the SM
prediction.

The 𝐷∗− polarization, which is a powerful complementary test of a potential LFU violation,
has been measured for the first by the LHCb collaboration using the same hadronic semitauonic
𝐵0 decays in two 𝑞2 bins and been found to be: 0.51 ± 0.07 (stat) ± 0.03 (syst), 0.35 ± 0.08 (stat) ±
0.02 (syst) and 0.43 ± 0.06 (stat) ± 0.03 (syst), for 𝑞2 below 7 GeV2/𝑐4, above 7 GeV2/𝑐4 and
integrated over all 𝑞2 values, respectively. This result, the most precise to date, is compatible with
SM predictions and could potentially exclude some phase space regions of New Physics models
where the polarization is very different from SM expectations. In the coming years, the expected
new results from LHCb and Belle-II collaborations should allow to answer in a clear way to the
existence or not of LFU violations in semitauonic 𝐵 decays.
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