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We continuously observed the Sun’s shadow in 3 TeV cosmic-ray intensity with the Tibet-III air
shower array since 2000. We find a clear solar-cycle variation of the deficit intensity in the Sun’s
shadow during the periods between 2000 and 2009. The MC simulation of the Sun’s shadow
based on the coronal magnetic field model does not well reproduce the observed deficit intensity
around the solar maximum. However, when we exclude the transit periods during ICMEs towards
to the Earth, the MC simulation shows better reproducibility. In the present paper, we report on
the MC simulation and the analysis method of the Sun’s shadow observed by the Tibet-III array.
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1. Introduction

The interplanetary Coronal Mass Ejection (ICME) is a large magnetized plasma ejected from
the solar corona sometimes accompanying a solar flare. An ICME propagating directly toward
the Earth interacts with the geomagnetic field and causes a geomagnetic storm and an aurora. An
interplanetary shock driven in front of a fast ICME accelerates the plasma particles in the solar
wind. According to the satellite observations of ICMEs near the Earth, the magnetic field strength
inside the ICME is stronger than that of outside, so-called the magnetic cloud [1]. The propagation
and evolution of the magnetic clouds have been estimated using the Magneto-Hydro-Dynamic
(MHD) simulation. This kind of numerical simulation is very important rule for the short and
long-term space weather prediction.

The Sun with an optical diameter of about 0.5◦ viewed from the Earth blocks very-high-energy
cosmic rays coming from the direction of the Sun and casts a shadow in the cosmic-ray intensity,
which is possibly influenced by the solar magnetic field [2]. The Tibet air shower array has been in
operation at Yangbajing (4,300 m above sea level) in Tibet, China since 1990, observing very-high-
energy cosmic rays in the multi-TeV energy region. The first small Tibet-I array, which consists
of 45 scintillation detectors with a 15 m spacing, successfully observed the first evidence of the
magnetic field effect of the Sun’s shadow in the 10 TeV region [3, 4]. The large Tibet-II array,
which consists of 221 scintillation detectors with a 15 m spacing, has been fully operated since
1996. With this array, a clear solar-cycle variation of the Sun’s shadow is seen in the 10 TeV during
a full solar cycle from 1996 to 2009 [5]. In order to clarify the physical implications of the observed
solar cycle variation, we develop numerical simulations of the Sun’s shadow, using the Potential
Field Source Surface (PFSS) model and the Current Sheet Source Surface (CSSS) model for the
coronal magnetic field. We find that the deficit intensity in the simulated Sun’s shadow is very
sensitive to the coronal magnetic field structure, and the observed variation of the Sun’s shadow is
better reproduced by the CSSS model. This is the first successful attempt to evaluate the coronal
magnetic field models by using the Sun’s shadow observed in the 10 TeV cosmic-ray flux.

The array was further upgraded to a higher density array (Tibet-III) with a 7.5 m spacing in
late of 1999 to observe cosmic rays with lower energy threshold around a few TeV. In this proceed-
ings, we analyze the Sun’s shadow observed by the Tibet-III air shower array, and investigate the
influence of the ICME on the Sun’s shadow in the 3 TeV energy region during periods between
2000 and 2009.

2. Analysis

We analyze the cosmic-ray events observed by the Tibet-III air-shower array from the direction
of the Sun during period between 2000 and 2009. The overall angular resolution and the modal
energy of the Tibet-III are estimated to be 0.9◦ and 3 TeV, respectively. For the analysis of the
Sun’s shadow, the number of on-source events (Non) is defined as the number of events arriving
from the direction within a circle of 0.9◦ radius centered at the Sun. The number of background or
off-source events (⟨Noff⟩) is then calculated by averaging the number of events within each of the
eight off-source windows which are located at the same zenith angle as the on-source window, but
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apart by ±6.4◦, ±9.6◦, ±12.8◦ and ±16.0◦ in the azimuthal direction. We then estimate the flux
deficit relative to the number of background events as Dobs = (Non −⟨Noff⟩)/⟨Noff⟩.

3. Sun’s Shadow Simulation

We have performed a detailed Monte Carlo (MC) simulation of the Sun’s shadow. The anti-
particles are traced back to the Sun from the Earth in the solar magnetic field models to reproduce
the cosmic-ray shadow. For the magnetic field models and the MC simulation procedure are al-
most same as those used in the previous work [5]. We adopt the CSSS model, as a source surface
(SS) model. The SS models describe the solar coronal magnetic field based on the observed pho-
tospheric magnetic field. In order to reproduce the temporal variation of the Sun’s shadow, we
use the photospheric magnetic field observed with the spectromagnetograph of the National Solar
Observatory at Kitt Peak [6] in each Carrington rotation (CR) period (∼27.3 days). The CSSS
model [7] includes the large-scale horizontal currents. This model involves four free parameters,
Rss, n, the radius Rcp (< Rss) of the spherical surface where the magnetic cusp structure in the hel-
met streamers appears and the length scale of horizontal electric currents in the corona la. Here,
we examine a standard value Rss = 2.5R⊙ used in the original paper [7]. The other parameters,
n, Rcp and la are set to 10, 1.7R⊙ and 1.0R⊙, respectively [8]. For the interplanetary magnetic
field (IMF) model and geomagnetic field, we adopt the Parker spiral model [9] and a simple dipole
model, respectively.

For the primary cosmic rays, we use the energy spectra and its elementary compositions mod-
eled by Shibata et al. [10] to represent various measurements in the energy range of 0.3 TeV
to 1000 TeV. Air shower events are generated at the top of the atmosphere along the Sun’s orbit
around the Earth, using the CORSIKA code [11] with EPOS-LHC [12] interaction model. The air
shower core of each simulated event is uniformly distributed over a circular region with a 300 m
radius centered at the array. In order to treat the MC events in the same way as the events in the
experimental data, these simulated events are distributed among the detectors in the same detector
configuration as in the Tibet-III array by the GEANT4 code [13]. After air shower reconstruction
and event selections, we assign the opposite charge to the remaining primary particles. These anti-
particles are randomly shot back toward directions, each called the initial shooting direction. The
particle track influenced by the solar magnetic fields between the Earth and the Sun is calculated
by the fourth-order Runge-Kutta. Suppose the primary particle hits the Sun, its initial shooting
direction should be equivalent to the observed particle direction shielded by the Sun. Finally, these
initial shooting directions are smeared by the angular resolution event by event. In this way, the
expected Sun’s shadow becomes equivalent to the observed Sun’s shadow.

4. Results and Discussions

In order to investigate the influence of the ICMEs on the Sun’s shadow, we use a catalog of
ICMEs recorded near the Earth [14]. This catalog includes 228 ICMEs during the analysis years
between 2000 and 2009. While an ICME arrives at the Earth ∼4 days after leaving the Sun, a
cosmic ray takes only ∼8 minutes to reach the Earth. Therefore, cosmic rays which arrive at the
Earth after passing near the Sun are possibly affected by the ICME during a transit period between
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Figure 1: Temporal variation of (a) number of ICMEs recorded in each year in the catalog [14], (b) the
deficit intensity of the Sun’s shadow (Dobs) in the 3 TeV cosmic-ray intensity observed during an entire
period, (c) Dobs observed during a period without the ICME transit periods. The dashed lines in panels (b)
and (c) indicate deficits expected from the apparent angular size of the Sun. The red circles indicate the
central deficits (DMC) predicted by the MC simulation assuming the CSSS model.

the eruption observed by the SOHO/LASCO on the solar surface and the arrival at the Earth. In
this study, we analyze the data excluding the transit periods of all ICMEs listed in the Richardson
& Cane catalog and examine whether the influence of ICMEs on the Sun’s shadow. For ICMEs
lacking relevant observation by the SOHO/LASCO, we assume the transit time to be 4 days, which
is an average of all ICMEs with the SOHO/LASCO observation.

Figure 1 (a) shows the number of ICMEs per year which looks roughly proportional to the
solar activity. The histogram shows all 228 ICMEs listed in the ICME catalog. While a half of all
analysis period is occupied by the ICME transit periods in 2000-2002 around the solar maximum,
>90% of all analysis period is left without the ICME transit period in 2007-2009 around the solar
minimum due to the low ICME rate. Figure 1 (b) and (c) show the deficit intensity variations of
the Sun’s shadow using all the data (including ICME periods), and the data after excluding ICME
periods, respectively. The black squares and red circles in Figure 1 show the observed deficit
intensity variations and those predicted by the MC simulation, respectively. Clearly seen in Figure 1
(b) is the deficit intensity in the Sun’s shadow varying in a correlation with the solar activity.
The deficit intensity by the MC simulation significantly overestimates the observed one around
the solar maximum. However, when the transit periods of ICMEs listed in the ICME catalog are
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excluded from the data, the MC simulation with the CSSS model better reproduces the observation.
This result implies that the magnetic fields in the ICMEs moving toward the Earth from the Sun
affect the cosmic ray orbits across the ICMEs. The MHD simulations including ICMEs have been
developed to reproduce the propagation and evolution in the IMF which is an essential factor for
the space weather prediction [15, 16]. In the future, we will investigate TeV cosmic-ray behavior
in the magnetic cloud as the ICME by incorporating these kinds of MHD simulations with our MC
simulation of the Sun’s shadow.

5. Conclusion

We confirmed a clear solar-cycle variation of the Sun’s shadow in the 3 TeV cosmic rays
observed by the Tibet-III air shower array during a period between 2000 and 2009. The temporal
variation of the deficit intensity is compared with the MC simulation assuming the CSSS model for
the coronal magnetic field. The MC simulation significantly overestimates the intensity deficit in
the Sun’s shadow observed around the solar maximum. However, when the ICME periods in the
catalog prepared by Richardson and Cane are excluded from the analysis, the MC simulation with
the CSSS model better reproduces the observation. This result implies that the magnetic field in
the ICME propagating toward the Earth from the Sun affects orbits of TeV cosmic rays across the
ICMEs.
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